1900 


m in large 
1e station 
it will be 
h’s recent 
Anopheles 
y in which 
which are 
yarasite in 
re the des- 
sts can be 
Journ. 


NT. 


Dec 29. 
‘eterinary- 


m in 
and pro- 
of Ist 
with R.A, 
with Scots 
st London 
poort with 


; been 
for duty at 


in charge 
, that has 


River, is 
, of 12th 
poort with 
December 
proceeds 
Tet.-Lieut. 
"Port from 


aves in 
arge of Re: 


yn Jan. 9th 
5th with 
oth, with 


romparativé 
Nov.) 


THE VETERINARY RECO 


H Weekly Journal for the Profession. 


No. 601. 


JANUARY 13, 


Vor. XII. 


Tue Counc, MEETING. 


Many matters. of interest will be found in our 
report of the recent meeting of the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Resignations of Examiners. 


Letters were read from Dr. Delépine and Professor 
Duguid tendering their resignations. This is a 
heavy loss to the Board of Examiners. It will not 
be easy to find a man to satisfactorily fill the place 
of Dr. Delépine. He is a medical man and he is one 
of the leading pathologists of the day. His work 
has been so intimately associated with the diseases of 
domestic animals that we claim him as a veterinary 
pathologist and acknowledge him as an authority of 
the highest eminence on all animal plagues. The 
Council, in selecting his successor, will have a 
grave task before them, and it is to be hoped for the 
credit of our examinations and for the sake of the 
students that Ir. Delépine will be followed by a 
pathologist of equal eminence and by an examiner of 
equal tact and temper. 

The retirement of Professor Duguid through ill- 
health is also a loss to the Beard, but it is more than 
that, and will raise a feeling of sympathy in all our 
hearts. For some months past the genial Professor 
has shown signs of failing health, and now fears 
that he might not be able to stand the strain of the 
examinations. After his long term of service he will 
carry with him in his retirement pleasant memories 
of many eminent men he has met as colleagues There 
will be great regrets among students and teachers 
for, whoever his successor may be, no new examiner 
can at once adopt the manner and method which puts 
a student at his ease—qualifications requiring experi- 
ence as well as good nature. 


Meat Inspection. 


The rash proceedings at a previous meeting of 
Council brought forth their reward at this. An 
arrogant resolution was passed that ‘ only veterinary 
Surgeons were fit to examine meat,” and a deputation 
ee to go and tell the Local Government 
— so. The L.G.B. have written to decline the 

ndance of the deputation. The Council now pro- 
_ to do what they should have done three months 
committee to thoroughly consider 
ilia ject and supply a report. Professor W. O. 
ca, the opinion “ that it was neces- 
phage € profession to obtain an additional certifi- 
tion a ter & post-graduate course on meat inspec- 
oe veterinary hygiene, “ before it will be recog- 
able to meat.” 
1s no harm in fully recognising our own 
€xpress them curtly and send them for exhi- 


bition to public bodies. We must face the fact that 
meat inspection has for years been allotted by law‘to 
sanitary inspectors and medical officers of health.. 
Our plain course is to make our fitness for the office 
clear and to offer ourselves for all vacant places: 
worth having. Meat inspection is in the hands of 
local authorities. Every veterinary surgeon has 
some local influence, and he should use it quietly and 
tactfully for the furtherance of professional interests. 
when those interests are so distinctly for the public 
good as in cases of inspection of live or dead animals. 
It is unfortunate that Professors McFadyean and 
Penberthy were not present. They played a promi- 
nent part at the previous meeting in forcing the 
Council to talk big and to form a deputation. Their 
wisdom would have been worth something at this, 
either as a display of graceful backing down or for 
the reiteration of their original demands. 


Finance Committee’s Report. 


This included the startling statement—‘“ that a 
loss of about £200 had been sustained during the 
past year on the examinations.’”’ The committee 
characterise this as ‘‘a serious matter,” and it un- 
questionably is. There seems no reason to believe 
that we shall soon have an increased entry of stu- 
dents, and as all our income is derived from exam- 
ination fees we must look forward to repeated annual 
losses. The question arises—Can we in any way 
lessen the expenditure? The solvency of the College 
requires that an equilibrium be maintained between 
income and expenditure. A strong committee was 
appointed to consider the question and report to the 
Council. 

The Examinations. 

A long discussion took place as to whether the 
examiners obeyed the bye-laws regulating their 
duties. No charge was made, but a good number of 
surmises were aired. Unless some definite complaint 
is formulated, orsome clear dereliction of duty stated, 
it would be better to hold such discussions in com- 
mittee. When the committee had thrashed the 
question out the Council would have before them 
only facts to deal with, and delinquent examiners 
might have a chance of explaining their actions. 


Absent Friends. 


The Council terminated their proceedings by a 
timely and grateful action with which the whole pro- 
fession will wish to associate itself. They re- 
solved—‘‘ That the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons desire to convey to the veteri- 
nary surgeons of the Army now serving in South 
Africa, New Year’s greeting, and to express an earn- 
est hope that they will safely return from their 


arduous and patriotic duties.” 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


THE SURGICAL AND HYGIENIC USES OF 
PEAT FIBRE PRODUCTS. 
By James Bayne, Prof. of Chemistry, Royal Vet. Coll. 


Two distinct classes of peatare known. One hard 
and black, which has thus far only been used as fuel, 
another known as “red” or ‘“‘ grey’’ moss peat. 
This moss peat was practically of no value, until 
used for moss litter. The advantages and disadvan- 
tages of moss litter are well known to the profession 
and need no comment in this article. 

There are, however, other uses to which the fibres 
extracted from peat may be applied, which although 
well known to surgeons and veterinary surgeons in 
France and other continental countries, are not much 
known in this country. The properties of peat fibre 
have been investigated and essays written thereon, 
in Germany by Neuber, Fieisches, Leisrink, Ks- 
march, Langebesk, etc.; in Austria by Gaffky and 
Soyka ; in Russia, by Lindenbasum and Bielzoff; in 
France, by Hitier, Professor of the ‘“ Institut National 
Agronomique,” Waldteufel, a leading Army veteri- 
nary surgeon; Drs. Lucas Championniére (of the 
Hospital St. Louis); Le Taumier, Salivas, etc. 

Dr. Albert Salivas of Paris, sums up the proper- 
ties of peat fibre after it is extracted from the moor, 
and specially prepared for surgical use, as follows: 

(1) It iseminently porous, and in, this respect 
very few substances can compare with }. (2) It is 
very compressible and very elastic ; so compressible 
that when applied to the skin even with severe pres- 
sure, it causes no tenderness ; so elastic, that even if it 
remains compressed for whole weeks, it does not be- 
come lumpy or hard, ard the last day it is just as soft 
as the first. (3) Its extreme porousness gives it a 
most remarkable power of absorbing liquids. The 
numerous experiments made up to the present estab- 
lish the fact that its power of absorption is, in the 
case of water, equal to ten times the weight of peat 
employed ; and in the case of liquids such as urine, 

_ sweat, or blood to more than fifteen times its weight, 
at least at the temperature of the human body. (4) 
As another consequence of its extreme porousness, 
and also by reason of the astringent acids which it 
contains, Peat constitutes a hemostatic equal, if not 
superior, to the most reputed blood coagulating 
agents. (5) It absorbs gases as well as liquids, and 
in consequence deodorizes in a surprising fashion. 
(6) It allows the absorbed liquids to evaporate in- 
sensibly while retaining itself, like a sterilizing filter, 
the disease germs which they may contain. (7) Itis 
imputrescible, that is undergoes no change in what- 
ever medium it may be placed. (8) It resists fer- 
mentation. In other words, it prevents all fermen 
tation or putrefaction in any substance which is en- 
closed in it. As a curious example of this property 
there has frequently been cited the case of the body 
which had been sunk for centuries in a peat bog, 


* Messrs. Paté Burk and Co., Pari ; 
Wool Exchange, London. 0., Paris, Rheims, and 6, 


and about which, when found by accident, magis. 
trates and even men of science held endless discus. 
sions, believing at first that it was the victim ofa 
recent crime. (9) It is incontestably aseptic. This 
results from the foregoing properties. It is even 
antiseptic, through its absorbent power and the 
acids it contains.” 

Peat fibre in the form of wool or wadding has ior 
some years been used on the Continent as a dressing 
for human and veterinary wounds, in place of the 
carbolized tow usually employed in this country. 
From the summary by Di. Salivas of the properties 
of peat, it would appear to possess numerous advan- 
tages as a dressing for wounds. In some quarters, 
however, objections have been raised against its use ; 
its colour has been objected to, and its supposed 
want of asepsis. The first objection as to colour is 
immaterial, and the second has little or no founda- 
tion, at least if applied to the material presented to 
the notice of the profession by a firm at Rheims* 
under the title in France of Owate de Tourbe Pasteuri- 
sante, and in this country as Petanelle wool dressing. 
The wool prepared by this firm is in all cases steri- 
lised in an autoclare of the ‘“‘sorel’’ type, that is to 
say by means of moist heat under pressure and at 4 
temperature of 134°C, and then dried in the appara- 
ius itself. 

I may mention that ‘ Petanelle’’ wool dressing 
has now for some time been in use by the French 
Army, both for human and veterinary wounds, and 
is also in use at many of our leading hospitals, where 
it is favourably reported on, particularly for use in 
cancer cases. It is now being tried by several 
English veterinary surgeons, and has begun to be used 
4 our War Department and Colonial Army Medical 

orps. 

Dr. P. Waldteufel says “aseptic petanelle ” wool 
has appreciable advantages over all other dressings. 
These other materials being all of organic composl- 
tion, rather help than hinder the multiplication of 
micro-organisms. They must undergo preparatious 
which considerably raise their price in order to 
rendered antiseptic. Peat enjoys of itself incontes- 
table antiseptic properties ; it undergoes no decompo 
sition or fermentation, no matter what the medium it 
finds itself in, since its chemical composition is almost 
exclusively inorganic. A peat dressing can remal? 
for whole weeks upon a wound without having the 
slightest odour when withdrawn.:’ 

Another use to which this fibre has been put 1s 
the manufacture of hygienic clothing for human 4” 
veterinary use. The peat fibre can be woven with 0t 
without sheep’s wool, but the addition of a certain 
percentage of this material is considered advisable. 
It is claimed for the hygienic clothing that it must 
serve to protect against micro-organisms, ensure 
regularity of the cutaneous exhalation, and 
of abnormal elevation of the temperature of the bolt 
provoke the production of sweat, or accelerate it, 
is insufficient. On the other hand it moderates ' 
production of sweat when it is too abundant, 1? _— 
a way as to prevent the occurrence of chills, it “0 
free the skin from excess of fatty matter 1n the sw “ 
as well as of the epidermic debris. For human 


in cases 


Petanelle hygienic clothing has been adopted " 
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manufacture of various athletic costumes, tennis, 
gymnastic, polo, cycling, shooting, rowing, golfing, 
riding and football suits being prepared in this 
material. Also for bedding sheets, blankets, mat- 
tresses, pillows, etc. and for underclothing. For 
veterinary purposes it is employed in the form of horse 
blankets, saldle cloths, clothing, rugs, and cushions 
for dogs. 

Peat fibre and powder is also used in gardens and 
nurseries, and for packing fragile articles, preserving 
fruit, fish, meat and other comestibles, and as a dis- 
infectant in slaughterhouses etc. The Rheims firm 
use the dust from their peat looms in the manufacture 
of a disinfecting powder, which I have found possesses 
most remarkable deodorizing properties. 

Thus far a liquid disinfectant has not been success- 
fully prepared. I am at the present time engaged in 
experiments upon the destructive distillations of peat, 
and hope to find a disinfectant amongst the products 
of such distillation. 


SOME OBSTETRIC CASES. 
By M.R.C.V.S. 


Though only a young member of the profession it 
has been either my good luck or misfortune to be 
called to three cases of inverted uterus in the mare. 
Two of these cases occurred in one week and both 
before six o'clock on bitterly cold winter mornings. 

Case number one was that of a well bred four- 
year-old chestnut Hackney mare. The message to 
turn out was given well and comprehensively. I put 
all necessary things together and drove with all speed 
to the scene of the mishap. 

On arrival I found the mare had given birth to a 
beautiful live filly foal, but she herself was just dying 
and life flickered out as I entered the loose box. 
Every inch of the uterus was out, ‘and after dilating 
on the great gravity of the case the only consolation 
I could give to the owners was an expression of con- 
dolence. The uterus had probably been out five or 
six hours before the state of the mare was discovered, 
and the time of day at which foaling occurs would 
seem to have some bearing on results. 

, One old lady’s misfortune was another young lady’s 
recy however, for I secured a foster mother for the 
ae in the shape of a cart mare full of milk, which I 

ad previously attended at parturition and which had 
given birth to a dead foal. The foal did well. 

Case number two occurred the same week. The 
a Was a cart mare belonging to a happy-go- 

icky milkman. The message given was “‘ come and 
see a mare that has foaled.” I went quite unpre- 
= to tackle a case of inverted uterus. On 
I a I found a dead foal and one attendant, whom 
quite failed to make comprehend the gravity of 


ally unti: I returned. I also instructed him to try 
and preserve the organ from injury to the best of 
his ability. I then drove back for my accoutre- 
ments. 

On returning I put a side line on the mare, care- 
fully removed the cleansing, and softly cleansed the 
lacerated wall of the womb. After patient and pro- 
longed manipulation | returned the organ—a con- 
summation which I failed to accomplish until I had 
raised the mare’s hind end. I then sutured the 
vulva with tape. Although they put great stress at 
College on trusses in this accident I never use them 
in any animal, and consider them unhygienic and un- 
comfortable. 1 left some febrifuge medicine, had 
the womb irrigated antiseptically four times after- 
wards. The mare lived for six days and then died 
of gangrene of the womb. I was rather disheartened 


| at this result, as | did all I knew, but I found out 


afterwards that out of 13 well authenticated cases in 
the mare recorded by eminent veterinary obstetricians 
only one life had been saved. 

My third case was in a Welsh pony which gave 
birth to a dead foal in an open field, on a raw March 
morning. I removed the little animal to a warm 
clean loose box, bathed the womb with warm chino- 
sol solution, returned it, and sutured the vulva. I 
gave and left some sedative medicine, and also some 
chinosol injection with which the womb was irrigated 
four times. ‘The pony ate and did well for a time, 
but was painfully and obstinately lame on the near 
hind leg. She died. 

On post-mortem I found septic cellulitis of the 
whole of the inside and outside of the thigh. The 
uterus was quite normal in position and quite 
healthy, and | was disappointed at the result of the 
case. 

1 have had bad results in the mare and sow, and 
good results in the cow with these cases. 

I wish Mr. J. H. Wilson, F.R.C.V.S., had more 
fully described his after-treatment in the case he was 
successful with, and I should be pleased if he still 
would relate it in detail if not too late. Ifthere is a 
lacerated uterine wall would he advocate numerous 
uterine injections and for how long and in what 
manner ? Does he inject the womb if it is not 
lacerated ? 

I recently had a case of post-partum hemorrhage 
in a bitch, which I failed to check by injections, but 
accomplished by plugging the uterus with iodoform 
gauze. In human practice numerous reports speak 
favourably of the superiority of this method over the 
injection of iron. The gauze acts in two ways: it 
excites the uterus to firm contraction, and stops bleed- 
ing by direct pressure on the open vessels. Four 
days later I removed two pieces of what appeared to 
be the cranial bones of a puppy which were firmly 
wedged in the vaginal wall, and lacerated it con- 
siderably before removal. The womb and vagina 


the case for sometime. He had been pulling at the | were syringed with clinosol and sode bicarb. alter- 


oe and thus caused the eversion of the uterus 
culty pation of the uterine wall. With great difti- 
ms ant two men and instructed one man to 

p the mare down, and after cleansing the womb 


nately, and the bitch made a good recovery. 

A St. Bernard bitch brought to me had a tumour 
on the inferior wall of the vagina, anterior to the exit 
of the urethra, but close to it. I passed the catheter, 


en Eating it in a linen cloth myself, I instructed | ligatured the large neck of the tumour in six sections 
other attendant to douche the womb antiseptic- | with cat-gut, and removed it close up to the sutures. 


| 
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The mass removed weighed an ounce and a half, and 
protruded beyond the vulva externally. I used 
astringent injections of alum and zinc chloride alter- 
nately, and the bitch made an excellent recovery. 
Section of the tumour led to the belief that it was a 
lipoma. 


Royal. College ot 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


The ordinary quarterly meeting of the Council was 
held on January 5th; the President, J. Fraser, Esq., 
being in the chair. The following members signed the 
attendance book: Messrs. Abson, Barrett, Bower, Dewar, 
Edgar, Gen. Sir Fredk. FitzWygram, Bart., Col. Lam- 
bert, Lawson, Locke, Mason, J. McCall, Shave, Villar, 
Wartnaby, W. O. Williams, and Wragg. There were 
also present, Mr. Geo. Thatcher (solicitor), and Mr. A. 
W. Hill (secretary). 

The PrestpENT having expressed his best wishes for 
ahappy new year to each and all the members, the 
minutes of the last meeting were taken as read and 
agreed to. 

Letters regretting inability to attend were received 
from Messrs. Elphick, Carter, Mulvey, Cope, Hartley, 
and Trigger—Mr. Mulvey and Mr. Trigger being both 
down with infiuenza. 


CoRRESPONDENCE. 


Letters were read from Dr. Delépine and Professor 
Duguid resigning their positions as examiners to the 
College. Dr. Delépine wrote that owing to the increasing 
demands upon his time in Manchester, it had become 
impossible for him to continue to dischabge efficiently 
his duties of Examiner. Prof. Duguid’s letter stated 
that owing to the impaired state of his health through 
which he might break down at any moment, and thus be 
the cause of great inconvenience during an examina- 
tion, he felt bound to resign his seat as an examiner for 
both the Fellowship and Membership examinations. 

On the motion of Mr. Lawson, seconded by Mr. 
Bower, and supported by Prof. W. O. WiLLIAMs, the 
resignations were accepted with regret, and the best 
thanks of the College'presented to Dr. Delépine and Prof. 
Duguid for past services. 

Letters were also read from Dr. Sims Woodhead and 
Mr. Clark acknowledging and thanking the Council for 
their appointment as Examiners of the Walley Memorial 
Prize. The Secretary stated that he had not yet heard 
from Messrs. Woods and Pallin. It was decided to wait 
a little longer for a reply from the latter gentlemen. 


Meat INSPECTION. 


The Secretary read the following letter from the 
Local Government Board :— 


“ Whitehall, S.W. 
November 23, 1899. 
Sir, 

I am directed by the Local Government Board to 
advert to your request that the President would receive 
in conjunction with the President of the Board of Agri- 
cultnre a deputation from the Council of the Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons on the question of the 
appointment and qualitications of meat inspectors. 

_ The Board directs me to enclose copies of circulars 
issued by them on the 11th of March last in which they 
referred to the recommendations of the Royal Commis- 
sion on Tuberculosis on the subject of the qualification 
of meat inspectors, and I am to state that the Board do 
not propose to initiate legislation in connection with 


this matter until in any case more experience has been 
obtained of the working of the arrangements mentioned 
in the circulars. 

Under these circumstances Mr. Chaplin does not 
think it necessary to trouble the proposed deputation to 
attend at the present time.—I am, sir, your obedient 
servant, 

JOHN SICHIBY. 


The Prestpent: Of course, under those circun- 
stances, your deputation can do nothing further in the 
matter. 

The Secretary? There is a letter from the Board of 
Agriculture saying that they would arrange the depu- 
tation if convenient. It is almost the same wording. 

Prof. Dewar : Only they accept ? 

= PRESIDENT : No, the other letter was subsequent 
to this. 

The SecRETARY read a letter from Mr. Peter Moir, en- 
closing the following resolution of the Scottish Metro- 
politan Veterinary Medical Society : “ That this Society 
commmunicate with the R.C.V.S. and every Veterinary 
Medical Society in the United Kingdom to join with it 
in testifying to the Local Government Board, London, 
that the unanimous opinion of the veterinary profession 
is in accord with the following resolution, viz., ‘This 
Society is of opinion that meat inspection and the super- 
vision of the lower animals destined for the food and 
milk supply of the nation should be placed in the hands 
of trained veterinary surgeons. It also is of opinion 
that to secure the efficient conservation of the public 
health, the employment of inspectors selected from the 
veterinary profession is the safe and only means of attain- 
ing that object.”’ 

A resolution to the same effect was also read from the 
North of England Veterinary Medical Association. 

Mr. Asson:: Having regard to the reply of the Local 
Government Board to the proposed deputation I cannot 
see that we can well move further in the matter, for the 
present at all events. ; 

Mr. Virtar: I suggest that the Secretary be instruc: 
ted to write to the Secretaries of the two societies which 
have written to us, pointing out what has already been 
done by this Counsil, and also assuring them that we are 
looking very anxiously after the interests of the vetell 
nary profession in these matters. 

The PresipENt : I was going to suggest whether you 
would not think it wise to elect a Committee of three of 
four members to take this subject into full considera 
tion and bring up a report to the Council. You 
know how important it is to the veterinary profession 
that this duty of meat inspection should be discharged by 
it, and byitalone. That is the view of all of us, I believé 
now. I think if we allow the present opportunity to p> 
our chance is gone for discharging a public duty wil 
we feel is imperative. Very shortly other men WI ‘a 
in the field who are not qualified for the work and i. 
it will be too late. As we know, possession 1s I? 
tenths of the law very often. ‘ved 

Prof. Dewar : In view of the reply we have recelv 


the members as near each other as possible and Prof. 


ropose Mr. Mulvey, Mr. Simpson, Mr. 
M’Fadyean, and the President. 


j is 
Col. Lampert: May I ask what the Committee 


the 
should 


going todo? Itoccurs to me, if we are all apr 
subject and the matter is so pressing, to ask why 
'we have a Committee ? 
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Mr. Mason: They will be working with an object. 
Col. LaMBERT : I thought we had already agreed on 
all the points. ; 
The PrestpENt: What the Committee would do 
would be to suggest to us some means by which the inspec- 
tion of meat would devolve - the veterinary profes- 
sion, as now it is diverted from the profession to 
another body of men altogether. With that we do not 
ree. 
Col. Lambert: As I understand it they will suggest 
tothe powers that be how it should be carried out. 

The PrestpENtT : No ; suggest to us. 

Col. LAMBERT: We are not competent to offer sugges- 
tions at present ? 

The PrestpENt : We have not thoroughly digested the 
subject at the present moment. 

Col Lampert: There has been a great deal said about 
it in our press. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Bower, the names of Col. 
Lambert and Prof. W. O. Williams were added to the 
list of Committee. 

Mr. Vittar : Would it be possible to include in the 
work of this Committee the consideration of the Local 
Government Board regulations as to the inspection of 
dairy cows ? 

Mr. Mason: It is practically the same. 

The PrestpeNT: I think we had better confine it to 
the question of meat inspection. There is no attempt 
to displace us now in the examination of cows. 

Mr. Lawson: To put things in order I will second 
Prof. Dewar’s motion. 

Prof. W. O. WrLLtaMs : It does not seem to be clearly 
understood what is the position in which we noware. We 
are of opinion that we cught to hold the posts of meat 
inspectors. The Local Government Board have declined 
to hear our views. I think we are all agreed still that 
we ought to hold these positions, and it is in the minds 
of us all that we ought to have a further qualification to 
enable us to hold these positions. In October, 1898, I 
Suggested that a post-graduate degree should be granted 
to members of the profession in meat inspection and in 
veterinary hygiene. Unfortunately for my motion, it 
Was not thoroughly understood, and it was proposed by 
someone at that time that it should be referred to a 
Committee, but instead of being referred to the Com- 
mittee it was put to the vote and cast out. I am still 
of opinion that it is necessary for this profession to ob- 
tain an additional certificate or qualification before it 
will be recognised as being able to inspect meat. If that 
post-graduate course were instituted, and this Council 
sppotnted a Board of Examiners to examine all those 
Ww cawendied the post-graduate course, and granted a 
Fw cate, that would enable us to obtain the position 
e at ey to obtain. I should like to know if it is 

inspection or that we should just sim 
to the Local Government Board for mination. 
ona pane: I may say that is exactly my own 
cates a but this speech of Prof. Williams demon- 

Pt - need of a Committee to thrash the whole 
thing — and bring a report to the Council. I 
deal want Would be the best and most efficient way to 

it 

n the resolution bein tj i 

fi i g put, it was carried, the 

Profane gentlemen being elected upon the Committee : 

ewar, M’Fadyean, Williams, Col. Lambert, 


Pease Simpson, Lawson, Mulvey, Villar, and the 


Re REGIsTRATION, 


A draft letter 
ili proposed to be sent to the Privy Coun- 
. teen to Mr. N. D. Dhakmarvala’s application for 
registration, was read and a en. 


Re NATIONAL TELEPHONE CoMPANY. 


The SecRETARY reported that application had been 
made by the National Telephone Company for permis- 
sion to erect standards and stays at the top of the build- 
ing, the Company undertaking to do repairs, and pay one 
guinea a year. 


guineas a year and undertake to make good any damage 
to the roof and so on. 

Mr. Wrace moved that the consent of the Council 
should be refused. His experience was that Telephone 
Companies did roofs and premises a great deal of 
damage. 

Mr. Mason seconded the motion. 

As an amendment, Mr. BARRETT moved that permis- 
sion should be granted to the Company on payment of 
5 guineas a year and a written undertaking to repair all 
damages. 

The amendment was seconded by Mr. WARTNABY and 
put to the Council and lost, and Mr. Wragg’s motion re- 
fusing consent was carried. 


DoNATIONS TO THE LIBRARY. 


The SECRETARY announced the presentation of the 
usual exchanges and calendars, and a vote of thanks was 
accorded to the donors 


PRESENTATION OF THE STEEL MEMORIAL MEDALS. 


Prof. McCall being unable to attend, his son, who is a 
member of the Council, appeared for him, and Prof. F. 
Hobday was called into the Council Chamber. 

The PRESIDENT, in making the presentations, said : 
Gentlemen, when I was was in Glasgow a few days ago 
I was sorry to find Prof. McCall suffering from a severe 
attack of luambago, and I regret to hear that he has not 
yet sufticiently recovered to bear the fatigue of a journey 
to London. I do not think that you would like me to 
send this medal to him by post, as if it were a mere 
article of merchandise, without a word of congratulation. 
As a teacher of many years standing, he has, through his 
students, largely influenced the profession. (Hear, hear,) 
How many men who have passed through his classes 
have been inspired by his example to undertake scien- 
titic work it would be impossible to say. Personally, I 
have been much impressed by the service Prof. McCall 
has rendered as an expert witness both in our Courts of 
Justice and before Royal Commissions. In this particu- 
lar he has few equalsand nosuperior. His contributions 
from time to time to the literature of. veterinary science 
have been varied and valuable. Their value has been 
greatly enhanced by the fact that he is not hasty in form- 
ing his judgments, and that they have always been based 
on a wide experience. [hope that now being assisted 
by his gifted sons he will have more leisure, and may I 
suggest, in your name, that a portion of it may be 
devoted to the solution of some of the many problems 
that perplex the minds of veterinarians. (Cheers). 

Prof. Hobday, I am pleased that you are here with us 
to-day, because it gives me the pleasure of placing this 
medal in your hand. It is not often that one so young 
in any profession receives such a token of esteem from 
his colleagues. I heartily congratulate you. (Hear, 
hear.) Your achievements in the domain of surgery 
have given you a prominent place in the estimate of the 
profession. I have no doubt that many a veterinary 
surgeon has successfully performed operations, especially 
on the smaller animals, which they would not have 
attempted without your example, and, in many instan- 
ces, instructions. Your enthusiasm, energy, and devo- 
tion are like many other good things, contagious. I hope 
you will continue, as I have little doubt you will, your 
labour ; and of this you may rest assured, your reward 
will be the esteem and appreciation of a generous body of 


Mr. BarRETT thought the Company ought to pay 5 
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men. Prof. Hobday, it gives me much pleasure to hand 
you the Steel Memorial Medal. (Cheers.) 

Prof. Hoppay : Mr. President and Gentiemen,— Words 
fail me when I want to express the gratitude I have to- 
wards you for the very great honour you have done me 
in giving me this medal. I can only tell you that this is 
the proudest moment of my life, and I shall value this 
medal beyond anything else that I possess or ever have 
possessed. (Cheers.) 


Report oF REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 


The SecrETARY read the report, which recommended 
certain prosecutions and enquiries in regard to advertis- 
ing by members and practising by — men. The 
committee also reported having considered certain appli- 
cations for restoration of names to the Register. In one 
case the recommendation was not made, and in another 
the solicitor was instructed to communicate with the 
applicant. 

On the motivn of Mr. Lawson, seconded by Prof. 
Dewar, the report was adopted. 


EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 


The SecrRETARY, in the absence of Mr. Mulvey, read 
the report, which dealt with the certificates of the stu- 
dents for the examinations, and the committee recom- 
_ mended that in future each examiner should be supplied 
with a synopsis of the subjects in which he examined. 

On the motion of Mr. Abson seconded, by Mr. Locke, 
the report was agreed to. 


FInaNcE COMMITTEE. 


The Secretary read the report, which recommended 
that cheques should be drawn for the accounts owing, 
including the Scotch accounts and examiners’ expense3 
in London and Scotland, and also the delegates’ expen- 
ses. The Committee desired especially tu inform the 
Council that a loss of about £200 had heen’ sustained 
during the past year on the examinations. Phe Committee 
regarded that as a serious matter, and one which should 
at once receive the careful attention of the Council. 
There had been fewer students entered, without a corres- 
ponding diminution of expenses. 

Mr. Barret? moved the reception of the report, which 
was seconded by Mr. Locke, and agreed to. ; 

Mr. Barrett : Before the report is adopted I desire to 
offer a few remarks upon it. I think you will all agree 
with me that this is perhaps the most serious report that 
has been presented to us to-day It isa report of con- 
siderable importance, in as much as it informs us that a 
loss of £200 has been sustained in the past year. It 
seems to me, however,. that that sum might have been 
placed at £250, for during the year 1898 we received 
about £50 as dividends on consols, and therefore our loss 
has been really £250. I submit this is a very serious 
matter, and a matter which the Council must at once 
take in hand and give careful consideration to. It is 
impossible for us to discuss this matter to-day because 
considerable time would have to elapse if we went into 
the yuestion thoroughly. Therefore, with your permis- 
sion, | shall move that.a sub-committee be appointed 
to go into the question and report to the Council at its 

next meeting. 

Prof. Dewar seconded the motion, which was agreed 
to, and the following gentlemen were appointed as the 
committee: Messrs. Wragg, Lawson, Simpson, Abson 
Wartnaby, Locke and Prof. Penberthy. ; 

On the motion of Mr. Barrett, seconded by Prof. 
Dewar, the report was adopted. 


Court oF EXAMINERS. 


The Secrerary read the report of the Christmas 
examinations showing the numbers of those passed and 
rejected in England and Scotland, together with the 


examiners’ and delegates’ repo and also th 
the Fellowship examination. ai e report of 


Mr. WraGG moved that the reports should be referred, 
as usual, to the Examination Committee. 

Mr. Mason seconded the motion. 

Mr. Locke : Could you tell me if the examiners car- 
ried out bye-law 86: “The examiners shall unite, and 
the sense of the whole shall be taken as to the qualifica- 
tions of the student ?” 

The PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. Locke: I have a case in point where I think the 
student has hardly received full justice, and I think itis 
not an isolated case. This student has been rejected 
three times under Regulation C. He is a student who 
is very nervous, and he loses his head at times ; but this 
student is known to be a very good one and always 
passes a very good written examination, which shows 
that there is not the slightest doubt he knows something 
about his profession and the examination for the time 
being. This last time he has only lost his passing by 
four marks, and yet on the other subjects he is far above 
the normal. I should think that is one of the reasons 
why that bye-law was framed, for a case like that, 
where they know very well a man must be a good stu- 
dent when he gets two-thirds of his marks in his 
written examination. That has gone on for three times. 
I wish to know if the examiners do take that into con- 
sideration. 

_The Prestpent : I have already answered that ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Locke: Bye-law 87 says: “Should the result of 
the examination on any candidate for the diploma ap- 

ar doubtful to the examiners they may re-examine 

im, notwithstanding bye-law 83.” I think it is very 
hard on a young fellow that he should lose by four 
points. His written examination shows very well that 
he isa good student, and if left quietly to himself he 
knows his work and can give good answers. I[n fact he 
is a nervuus lad, and sometimes he just gets put out, and 
was so in this case, and has been so in three cases. Itis 
always in one subject that he is rejected. 

The PrestpENT : I have to say, in reply to Mr. Locke, 
that I attended all the examinations myself, and 
several of my colleagues on the Council with me as dele- 
gates, and I say with the utmost confidence that the 
whole of your instructions have been carried out by the 
examiners to the letter. No injustice of any kind was 
done to anyone—if a student fails by four marks the 
examiners cannot help that. They cannot possibly pass 
a student who does not reach the minimum number 0 
marks, and while we regret that any student or any 
number of students may be rejected, we cannot help 
that. It is the opinion of my colleagues and myself that 
the whole of the examinations have been satisfactorily 
carried out. I wish especially to single out one examine 
tion, viz., the written in London. One or two member 
of Council on more than one occasion insinuated tha 
there has been—to use a common expression—some 
“cribbing” at that examination. I[ never person 
believed that, but this year I am perfectly satisfied t ~ 
is no ground whatever for that reflection on the students 
Their behaviom throughout the whole examination 
such as to reflect credit on themselves and everyboy 
who was interested in them. Colonel Lambert was fhe 
me, and I think he will uphold me in all I say 0 sit 
written examinations—they are beyond suspiclo?, 
and above-board. 


just 

Col. Lampert; May I confirm what you 

said, sir. I was present with the President at thé °™” 
admirably © 


ination, and I never saw anything more @ talking 
ried out. There was no chance of any copy!ns yen wad 
to each other, in fact the behaviour of the stude 
simply adiirable. ir, in 
Mr. Lawson: I should like t> support yor Tow 
what you have said. I was present at Camden” . 1 


tis 
as a delegate from this Council, and I was very sa " 


for every exal® 


with the way in which the arrangements 
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ination were carried out. The only suggestion I could 
make would be with regard to the horses that are pro- | 
vided for the examination of the students. It appears 
to me that the horses should be in most cases pointedly 
lame and pointedly sound. There were several horses 
there that it was most difficult for a student to make up | 
his mind about, whether they were lame or sound, and I 

think it was the same with the examiner. There was a 
horse lame there with both fore feet, and also lame be- 


nary hygiene find a man has almost passed, but not quite 
good enough a man to be passed by them alone, then it 
is very necessary indeed that they should consult with 
the examiners on anatomy and physiology to hear what 
their opinion is. If their opinion is that the man was 
extremely brilliant on their subjects, then the examiners 
on stable management will probably say they would pass 
that man instead of rejecting him. I consider it is 
necessary in every case. There is another matter I 


hind. It isa most difficult position for a student, and | should like to refer to, and that has a very serious inter- 
also for an examiner. I think if somebody took upon | ference with the studies of students when unexpected] 

himself the responsibility of selecting a few of these | the Board of Examiners is very considerably altered. 
horses before the examinations it would ve much Theoretically students ought to know their subjects per- 


better. 'fectly, and theoretically examiners should know their 
The Prestpent: Do you suggest a member of subjects perfectly. Asa matter of fact, examiners have 
Council ? ‘hobbies of their own, and teachers teach students these 


Mr. Lawson : Yes, it would be much better. I think | hobbies specially for the examiners, in addition to their 
[heard one examiner say: “I do not.know whether he | ordinary teaching. They say, “ Mr. Brown will ask you 
is going lame, or sound,” and I am sure the student did | such and such a question—you may tell him so and so, 
not know There were several American horses there, but it is all wrong.” The student gives the necessary 
with great flopping action, and it was a most difficult | reply and he comes out with a sufficient number of 
thing for a student to say whether the horse was going | marks to pass. It causes a very serious disturbance in 
lame or sound, it was impossible to tell. the colleges the exam- 

Prof. SHavE: Iam not quite sure myself that this | iners with fads go to Sout rica, we will say, or some 
consultation has always oP lace after an examina- | other place, and new men are put on who have no known 
tion. I wish to suggest that in Class B. the anatomy and | fads. I simply make this reference so that the Council 
physiology examination was taken during the two days, | may perhaps in future adopt a suggestion which has 
and that the stable management was not finished until | been made on more than one occasion, that there should 
about three days, and I do not think under these circum- | be a relief of examiners. We should have a reserve of 
stances that this consultation did take place. I may be | examiners so that a man should know if Mr. Brown is 
wrong, but I dv not think that the physiology and ana- | not there then Mr. Jones would be. But to get a man 
tomy pong —_ back on the 3rd day in order to | from a ar yd Arona school is very upsetting toa large 
consult with the stable management examiners. number of students. 

Mr. Mason: I think after the statement from the| The PresipENT: Would it answer your purpose if it is 
chair of the admirable manner in which the examination | referred to the Examination Committee ? 
= conducted this term, it is some reflection upon the| Prof. Wrii1ams: Yes, I only want to draw attention 

airman, to it. 

Prof. SHave: I did not mean anything of that sort. The PrestpENT : It will also, Mr. Locke, answer your 
Pn Prestpent: I do not think Prof. Shave meant | purpose if + question is referred to the Examination 
Uhat. Committee 

Mr. Barrett: Might I ask you if, when you said the; Mr. Locke: Yes, I only want to call the attention of 
examinations, had been properly conducted in every way, | the examiners to the question. 
you had in your mind the question of the conferring of| Prof. Dewar : I should like to say a word in connec- 
the examiners afterwards ? tion with these examinations. I hope no one will under- 

-SHAVE: I simply refer to Mr. e’s business | sai our President or any reflection on our examiners, 
and to nothing that the President said at all. I did not | but I know asa matter of fact that these consultations 
say the examinations were not conducted in a proper | did not take place in all cases at this last examination. 
manner even if this little matter did occur. I am not | I do not mean to say that anybody suffered thereby. 
NT: - nk yo 
ee the whole time, and if they had seen any irregu- are. ' . ‘ 
one a had seen any irregularity, we should have re- | . Prof. Ewar: If the Council go into Committee | will 

you. do it. 

Mr. Barrer : May I ask a question whether the bye-! The Prestpent: Will you make your report to the 

ws do not say that the examiners are to confer at the | Examination Committee and the whole thing can be 
of the examination? If the examiners had done then. 

aaee before one branch of the examination was com- __ Prof. Dewar: I will. Ido not make any reflection on 

» how could they confer ? _ the examiners, but when the examinations are dragged on, 

ence _ RESIDENT : There may not have been a cunfer- as they were this last time, to such an inordinate length, 

me Rien a student passed his examination in examiners and students get worried to death with them. 

ers would rm ysiology, the stable management examin- | It is very much against the students that such a long 
require to confer. time should elapse between the written and the ora 

Th. : KE: It says the general qualification. examination as did in Scotland this time. With refer- 
which he eiDENT : There is a resolution already in ence to the consultation of the examiners, it is very hard 
iesieeaie attention of the examiners is directed to the | on the examiner if he, simply by getting away half an 

Mr — each time. hour earlier, can catch a train which will get him home on 

Prat eRe : But not that in particular. the Saturday night before Christmas, whereas if he has 
two subie a : Ishould like to make a remark on | to stay till the examination is finished and consult his 

it, fro > cts. First of all, with all res ct I beg todiffer colleagues he has to spend another night in Edinburgh 

passed ad statement just now that if a man has and will not get home till Monday morning. I ho 
's anatomy and physiology it would be un- | something will be done to shorten the time between the 


; con = those examiners to consult with the exam- written examination and the oral examination. 
rinary hygiene. If the examiners on veteri- 


Mr. WartnaBy : Prof. Williams has made a remark] 


| 
| 

| 
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was rather sorry to hear, when in speaking of the ex- 
aminers he says the students are told that if they have 
such an examiner he is going to ask them such a ques- 
tion and when they reply they must reply in a certain 
way, but it is all wrong. I think that is rather a reflec- 
tion on us who have the choosing of the examiners. 
Either the teaching is wrong or the examiner is wrong. 
If the examiner is wrong, it seems to me to be our duty 
to put in a man who knows his business. 
rof. Witt1aMs: In reference to that, may I simply 

ask if it is a challenge to make a statement, because if it 
is [ may ask you to turn this meeting into a Committee, 
and I will do so. 

The Prestpent : No; I think we had better put this 
matter through now. 

The resolution was then put and carried. 


OpituaRY List. 


The SECRETARY read the obituary list. 

Mr. VILLAR then moved, “That the Council of the 
R.C.V.S. at the general meeting held on the 5th January, 
desire to convey to the veterinary surgeons of the Army 
Veterinary Department now serving in South Africa, 
New Year greetings, and to express the earnest hope that 
they will safely return from their arduous and patriotic 
duties.” He thought if such a motion was passed it would 
give gratification and some moments of happiness to 
their friends over the water. 

Mr. BARRETT, in seconding the motion, said they all 
respected the officers of the Army Veterinary Depart- 
ment and appreciated the arduous work in which they 
were engaged. He felt surethat sucha motion would be 
received with much pleasure by them. 

Vet.-Col. LAMBERT said he was very glad that the 
Council were going to express their sympathy with the 
veterinary officers in South Africa who, in some in- 
stances, were exposed to the great dangers inseparable 
from war. 

The resolution was carried with acclamation. 

This concluded the business of the ordinary meeting. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


THE DISSEMINATION OF ANTHRAX. 


There is good reason to hope that the number of 
cases of anthrax will, in the near future, be considerably 
diminished. Horsehair imported from China and some 

rts of Russia has long been suspected of being a source 

rom which anthrax spores are introduced into this 
country, and this is now known to be the case. It would 
indeed be difficult to believe that those who direct the 
operations of the horsehair trade here were indifferent to 
the danger to which they, in common with their employés, 
are frequently subjected. The public will be interested 
to know that results which individual efforts on the 
part of manufacturers have hitherto been unable to effect 
are likely to be secured by the combined action which 
has now been organised by the leading members of the 
trade. Systematic inquiry has confirmed previous sus- 
paces and on Sept. 27th, 1899, at a meeting, held in 
ondon, of the principal firms engaged, the following 
resolution was passed:—“That the manufacturers present 
hereby bind themselves from this date to buy no Russian, 
Siberian, or Chinese undyed mane hair until satisfactory 
— are given by the sellers that the hair has 
n thoroughly disinfected.” Steps were also taken to 
ensure as far as possible that this action should become 
pou throughout the trade. The recent cases reported 
us on Nov. 18th, 1899, which is subsequent to the date 

of the foregoing resolution, have been made the subject 
of a very thorough inquiry by Dr. T. M. Legge, medical 


inspector of factories, on behalf of the Home Office, 


whose efforts have been ably seconded by those of the 
manufacturers upon whose premises the cases mentioned 
occurred. The inquiry resulted in the discovery that, 
small bale of Chinese hair, purchased some time prior to 
the resolution of September, was impregnated with antb- 
rax. This bale proved to part of a consignment 
landed in England about April last, whilst two other 
cases of anthrax occurring in other districts have been 
traced to other bales forming part of the same consign- 
ment. The bacteriological examinations in connection 
with this case were conducted by Dr. F. W. Andrewes, 
pathologist to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. Eventually 
the infected bale, while still unopened, was submitted to 
the dry action of super-heated steam, but this was found 
insufficient for the purpose of complete disinfection, 
cultivations being afterwards made from portions taken 
from the interior of the bale ; finally the bale was in- 
mersed in boiling water for several hours. We have fre- 
quently pointed out the necessity for disinfection either 
previously to shipment or immediately after unloading 
at the port. It is true that the danger to those using 
horsehair properly prepared is reduced to a minimum, 
as in the process termed “setting the curl” the hair is 
subjected in ovens to a temperature of some 500° F, 
which is sufficient to ensure sterility in any germs that 
may be present. The greatest danger to the general 
— lies in the transport of infected material, and it is 

oped that the action now referred to will have the 
desirable result of reducing that danger to a minimum. 
Lancet. 


THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON HORSE 
BREEDING. 


The 13th show held under the control of the Royal 
Commission on Horse Breeding has been fixed for Tues- 
day, March 13, and two following days, and, like all the 
previous shows with the exception of the first, It will 
take place at Islington in conjunction with the Hunters 
Improvement Society. The first show which the Royal 
Commission arranged for was held at Nottingham, 
where, later in the year, the Royal Agricultural Sosy, 
which then contributed three premiums of £200 eaci, 
was to hold its summer show. It was, however, thought 
better to concentrate the show in the metropolis, follow 
ing the example of the Shire Horse and Hackney Scie 
ties, and so it is once more at Islington that the pre 
gramme which has just received the sanction of t 7 
Queen and been approved by the Treasury, will be cart 
out. This programme has not undergone any — 
change since last year, for, while the seven English ad 
tricts remain precisely as they were, with their 24 P at 
miums of £150 each, there has been a slight adjustment 
of districts in Scotland which will not affect the peor 
ter of the competition. ‘I'he five premiums allotted nr 
of the Tweed were last vear assigned to Roxburg ra 
and Berwickshire,. to Fifeshire, to Dumfriesshire, 
Kireudbright, to Moray, Nairn, and Banff, and to 
shire. The first two and the fifth classes —_ to 
changed, but, the premium in the third class & These 
Ayrshire and in the fourth to Inverness-shire. a 
modifications have been made to meet the wishes €xP 
ed by breeders in the two districts referred to. sobare 

The conditions under which the stallions am, - 
not been modified since last year. The Lope sso 
open to thoroughbreds not less than four and no oer 
ing 20 years of age, and those stallions whic 
mium must be available to serve at a fee of 4 7 hich ex 
less than 50 haif-bred mares during the season, have 
tends from April 2 to July 31. The stallions ven onl 


already won four premiums in a certain ¢ 
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compete again in some other class, and no winner of a 


premium is allowed to be exhibited for competition at 


any other show during the season, this latter rule, intro- 


duced last year, being one which cannot fairly be object- 
ed to.—Zimes. 


THE TREATMENT OF GLANDERS BY THE 
MALLEIN TEST. 


Professor M‘Call, Professor of the Veterinary College 


of Glasgow, in reporting to the Local Authority (under. 


the Diseases of Animals Act) states: “On 13th August 
seventy-seven horses were tested by me at Maryhill, 
and of the number ten were declared by the mallein test 
to be the victims of glanders ; but, after the test had 
been applied, objections were taken to the slaughter of 
the animals until they exhibited clinical symptoms of 
being glandered. An arrangement, however, was come 
tothat the ten animals should remain in the stables in 
isolation for three weeks, and on the expiry of that 
period that I should retest them. This was accordingly 
carried out, and on 6th September I reported that six of 
the ten horses which formerly reacted had failed to do 
so. Under these circumstances, and with the approval 
of the Local Authority, permission was granted for the 
six horses which had not reacted to return to work. On 
6th October, nine of the ten horses referred to were for 
the third time subjected to the mallein test, with the re- 
sult that not one of them reacted, and, consequently, 
they were all returned to work. The tenth horse was not 
retested, as he was labouring under a cold, and his tem- 
perature too high, but he was one of the animals that did 
not react on 6th September. On the 7th November, all 
the ten horses were again subjected to the mallein test, 
and, having given no reaction, they were again returned 
to work. Finally, on 2nd December, the same ten horses, 
for the fifth time, were again subjected to the mallein 
test, and gave no reaction, and, consequently, are now at 

their work, and to all outward appearance in perfect 
health. Since I last reported, a Departmental Committee 

appointed by the Board of Agriculture to inquire into 

and report upon the working of the Diseases of Animals 

Acts in so far as they relate to glanders, and to consider 

Whether any more effective measures can, with advan- 

tage, be taken to prevent the spread of that disease, has 

in ; but I regret to say that, that although this and other 

— Authorities, through their appointed representa- 

: es, advise the compulsory use of mallein under certain 

mee and given conditions, the committee re- 

jer ch by a majority have come to the conclusion, and 

res ingly reported to the Board of Agriculture, ‘ that 

*y cannot recommend that the use of mallein should 


made direct] 
Agriculturist. compulsory.’”—The North British 


THE DOGMA OF THE GERM THEORY. 


mony contemporary The Meat Trades Journal has given 
series of articles signed “ Veterinarius.” 
and tem ~ a marked so conspicuousiy by ignorance 
the woe, eat we regret the signature should suggest 


holding a veterinary diploma. The following 


recent example 

ed Promulgated in 1881 by Pasteur, and accepted by 
is this - mh, with unquestioning faith and credulity. It 
iat “all bacteria develope from pre-existing 


de =, or the spores of the same. They cannot arise 
ere can be no doubt that Pasteur founded 
argely on his rabies—hydrophobia—experi- 


this opinion | 


ments and the existence of the rabies germ which he 
declared he had discovered. Six years subsequently he 
had to acknowledge he had never seen it. It has never 
been found, although anxiously sought for, and never 
will be. Thus the inception of the germ theory was a 
great blunder—its foundation is a mis-statement of fac 
and the whole of its superstructure the emanations o 
credulous insanity. You will call to mind that Koch 
went out to the Cape to cwre rinderpest, and the pitiable 
fiasco that tollowed his statement that his method of 
inoculation “ would both prevent and cure that disease,” 
and the statement by the newspapers that if Koch’s sys- 
tem continued three months longer there would not be a 
single head of stock in South Africa to operate on. If 
ever there was a disease likely to be produced by a germ 
this is the one, but Koch says the germ has nothing to do 
with it, it may be because Edlington was the discoverer ; 
be that as it may, that statement of Koch sufficiently 
shows that he is not very sure on the very fundamental 

int of the dogma, and is in point of fact a heretic when 
it suits his purpose. We may just say that the state- 
ments of prevention and cure are from official sources ; 
we have private information to the contrary. An inti- 
mate acquaintanze out at the Cape, who was persuaded 
to have his cattle—85 in number—inoculated, as a pre- 
ventative, lost 73 from the inoculation. If it be beneficial 
we ask where is the necessity for Dr. Edlington to 
import five-ton lots of glycerine from time to time to 
make his filthy preparations? Each lot would be suffi- 
cient for beat of a hundred thousand head of cattle. 
Making and using the same, both of them are very pay- 
ing occupations. 

“Each disease has its special germ,” that is, if the 
dogma is read aright. Let ns consider this. There is a 
germ called the streptococcus pyogenes, which is the pus 
germ. If we accept their dictum it should cause no 
other disease but those with pustular discharge, but we 
are told that it is also the germ of erysipelas, puerperal 
fever, scarlatina, variola, yellow fever, meningitis, pneu- 
monia, and many other diseases.” 

VETERINARIUS. 


ON SHOCK IN SURGICAL OPERATIONS. 
By B. G. A. Moyninan, M.S.Lonp., F.R.C.S.ENG. 


Shock is one, if not the chief, of the difficulties en- 
countered by the surgeon. It is to a large extent im- 
possible to foresee to what degree it will develop in any 
projected operation, but when once its manifestations 
are exhibited the case becomes from that moment a 
serious one. 

The exhaustive research of Dr. Crile, published in 
his essay on Surgical Shock has not suggested tc us any 
new remedies or any new method of utilising the old 
ones. For some twelve or eighteen months I have, in all 
cases which even remotely threatened to exhibit indica- 
tions of shock, undertaken a plan of treatment which, so 
far as I am aware, is not generally adopted. I look upon 
shock as a condition to be prevented. For its prevention 
I use the same remedies as are usually applied for over- 
coming it when once it has definitely asserted itself. I 
may best explain my meaning by describing in brief the 
measures I should adopt in part or wholly according to 
individual differences in, say, a case of gastro-jejunostomy 
for malignant disease of the pylorus. | 

The operation theatre, if in a hospital, would have 
usually a temperature of 60° to 65°. I should increase 
this by some 5 or 10 degrees. The patient would be 
placed on a table warmed by a current of fairly hot 
water. Asan additional though not invariable adjunct 


to these means for retaining heat, I have several times 
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had the upper and lower limbs ot a patient bound in 
hot cotton wool and flannel bandages. Strychnine is 
administered hypodermically before the anesthetic or 
the operation commences. The dose is modified accord- 
ing to circumstances. As a general rule, the doses advised 
in textbooks—for example, Watson Cheyne’s Manual of 
Surgical T'reatment—are so small as to be ineffective. I 
usually begin with a dose of 10 minims of the liq. 
strychnine. During the operation 5 minims may be 
given when required. ‘I have altogether given as much 
as 30 pore sete A 20 or 25, and I have never in 
one single instance seen any evil result, or even any phy- 
siological manifestation, as a sequel to such liberal ad- 
ministration. I also give 10, 15, or 20 ounces of hot 
saline solution by the rectum, with or without a small 
quantity of brandy. As soon as the patient is under the 
anesthetic, the transfusion, or rather infusion, of saline 
solution to the extent of 1 to 4 pints may be begun. If 
after the operation the patient is at all collapsed I think 
it is important to postpone the removal to the wards. In 
some cases, such as severe abdominal cases, operated 
upon during the night, this can readily be arranged ; in 
others it would be impracticable. 

It will be seen from this that there is nothing novel in 
the means that I adopt ; the principle lies in the method 
of their adoption. Briefly stated my points are : 

1. The early use of various agents, so as to prevent, to 
anticipate shock. 

2. The use of larger doses of strychnine than are gener- 
ally recommended. 

do not necessarily carry out, even in a severe opera- 
tion, all these suggestions that [ have enumerated. Such 
only would be practised as seemed desirable in each 
separate instance. The amount of benefit derived from 
this plan cannot of course be stated in terms of precision, 
but of its existence I, with others who haveypractised it, 
am abundantly assured. 


By J. Bastin Hatt, M.C.Cantas, F.R.C.S.E. 


Should anyone be inclined to exult over the resources 
and triumphs of modern surgery, he will do well to refer 
to the surgical textbooks of the present day and study the 
chapters devoted to the treatment of shock. They are de- 
pressing, not to say humiliating. There is usually the 
time honoured anecdote of the behaviour of the frog 
under the influence of atropine, and a few lines devoted 
to stimulants, opium, and the application of warmth. As 
a student one grows to lock upon the condition as a 
fatal but unpreventable interference on the part of the 
patient in what would otherwise have been a very suc- 
cessful case. In other words, we seem to have arrived 
at that hopeless state when we regard shock as a reason- 
able excuse for failure. Certain it is that many deaths 
are improperly attributed to it, especially those due to 
acute sepsis, as was pointed out by Treves in his lectures 
on peritonitis. 

The observations I am about to make may be regarded 
by some as a confession of therapeutic atrocities. I can 
only say that after a fairly extensive trial of a bold use of 
strychnine in cases of severe shock, I have yet to see the 
case that displays any symptoms of overdosage. On the 
other hand, I am confident that the drug has proved of 

reat service in many of the cases in which it has been 

ight years ago, whilst house-surgeon to Mr. } 

Robson at the Leeds Infirmary, I a 
hypodermic injections amounting to 15 minims of liquor 
strychnine during a period of profound shock after a 
surgical operation. I was somewhat surprised to find 
that he suffered no inconvenience from what I at that 
time considered a rather heroic dose, but, on the con- 


trary, seemed to rally remarkably well under its influ-. 


ence Since that time I have gradually increased my 


dosage for use in such conditions and have been much 
astonished at the large quantity the human body will 
tolerate without exhibiting symptoms. Seeing what a 
potent drug strychnine undoubtedly is, I can only sug- 
gest that during shock the tissues, or the processes of 
absorption, are so modified that the drug loses much of 
its potency. Whatever may be the exact cause, there re- 
mains the fact that in conditions of profound 
shock the body is capable of receiving doses of 
strychnine which, under normal circumstances, would be 
poisonous. 

Up to the present time I have given injections of 
strychnine in doses varying from 15 to 25 minims on 
fourteen occasions, and | have never regretted the large- 
ness of the duse. Most of the cases have been those with 
which I came in contact whilst a resident in hospital. 
The following occurred in my private practice, and are 
the only two in which [ have given so much as gr. of the 


drug. 

Case I.—Azx Embolism during Operation : Collaps 
and Impending Death : Injection of 4 gr, of Strychnine: 
Recovery.—On September 5th, 1897, I removed an ex- 
tensive recurrent scirrhous of the right breast ina 
patient of Dr. Yeoman’s, of Thornton. The method 
adopted was that of Halsted. Everything proceeded 
satisfactorily until air entered a small vein cut across 
at the apex of the axilla. There were three inspira 
tions of air before the vein was closed. The patient 
suddenly became pale, gave several inspiratory gasps; 
the features became distorted and rigid, and the tee 
clenched ; the pupils dilated widely and the face became 
covered with sweat. Breathing ceased, but the heart 
continued beating, at first rapid and tumultuous, then 
fluttering and feeble, finally imperceptible A well 
marked thrill over the precordium was present for the 
first few seconds. Artificial respiration was at once 
gun, and 20 minims of strychnine were injected subeu- 
taneously. After five or six minutes a few inspiratory 
efforts took place, followed a little later by irregular 
and spasmodic breathing. At the end of 15 minutes 
another five minims were injected, as the pulse, which 
had become perceptible, showed signs of failing agall. 
Regular breathing gradually became established, the 
pulse improved and remained steady at 120. She slowly 
rallied and made a good recovery. : 

[ have no doubt whatever that the artificial resp!" 
tion was largely responsible for the successful issue ° 
this case, but the fact remains that } gr. of strychnine 
was injected into this patient without producing the 
slightest symptom of poisoning. 

Case IL. —Laparotomy for Ovarian Tumour: Pr, 
found Shock : Injection of 4 gr. of Strychnine : Immet 
ate Recovery: Death Subsequently.—On April sid, 
1898, [operated upon a patient of Dr. J. J. Bell, . 
Bradford, for a pelvic tumvur which proved to bea 
ovarian carcinoma. The removal was exceedingly 4!” 
cult, but it was not until the operation was almost = 
pleted that the patient showed signs of collapse. i 
then rapidly went from bad to worse, and became p" > 
less ; respiration almost ceased, only consisting 0 
occasional jerky inspiration ; the face was covere - 
sweat, the pupils were widely dilated, and death on ss 
table seemed inevitable. Fifteen minims of strych’ 
were injected and artificial respiration begun ; t 4 
of the table was raised and the limbs were -_ 
In 10 minutes there was a decided improvemen’ » 


pulse was perceptible, and respiration was —_ ee 


At the end of 20 minutes another 10 minims able 
nine were injected. Within an hour she we day she 
be moved off the table into bed, and during the 


and 
rallied well. In the afternoon she was conscious, 


her pulse, 118 tothe minute, was of fair on died 
same evening she became worse quite suddenly 10 post’ 
nine hours after the operation. There was 


mortem examination. 
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These two cases are the nearest approaches to death | « man’s vital capacity for surgical interference.” The 


on the operation table followed by recovery that I ever 


In both, the patient received } 


remember to have seen. ent rec 
subcutaneous injection, yet 


a grain of strychnine b 


> neither of them ever exhibited the slightest indication of 


poisoning. In the second case, recovery from shock 
had taken place some hours previous to the fatal termi- 
nation, and the cause of the somewhat sudden collapse 
must remain uncertain. I was inclined at the time to 
attribute it to a reactionary hemorrhage. 

Ido not for one moment wish to advocate that 1-5th 
or 1-4th grain of strychnine should be given in every case 
of shock, but I hold that the drug should be given boldly 
and fearlessly, and —— without hesitation where 
rallying does not quickly take place. It is in those 
cases where shock is present in its severest form that I 
would give the larger doses; where we find cold ex- 
extremities, extreme pallor, widely dilated pupils, a fail- 
ing respiration and imperceptible pulse ; where, in short, 
a speedy death appears inevitable. On the other hand, 
where strychnine is indicated at all, I believe it is futile 
to give less than 1-10th gr. 

It is especially in those cases where respiration fails 
that one would expect the effects of the drug to be most 
marked. In most of the cases, however, I have noted a 
remarkable improvement in the pulse, apart from the 
respiratory movements. So much has this been the case, 
that I have come to regard the beneficial effect as chiefly 
due to the drug’s action upon the vaso-motor mechanism. 
This view seems to be strengthened by the fact that 
where large loss of blood has previously occurred, res- 
ponse to the drug has not been marked. 

The tolerance, under certain cunditions of the body, 
for large doses of strychuine has been demonstrated by 
Mueller, who put forward the drug as an antidote for 
snake poison. He advocated injections of 15 to 25 

minims in adults, and Dr. Banerjee published eight 
successful cases in support of its value. The matter was 
subsequently investigated by Elliot, who by a series of 
experiments on animals showed that in many cases it 
actually seemed to hasten death rather than retard it. 
The fatal result seems to be largely due to the fact that 
the drug, “ by increasing the force and frequency of the 
circulation aids in the diffusion of the virus.” In these 
cases it seems, on the whole, that strychnine, whilst 

ing 1n no sense an antidote, nevertheless combats the 
state of collapse, and that when this is marked, large 

oses are easily borne. 
Pt oy — theory of shock put forward by Fischer 
Schneider has recently been strengthened by the 
experiments of Dr. Crile, who has demonstrated that 
the mechanism is the principal fac- 
tin of the « 8 there is an almost complete paraly- 
ae vessel walls. He advocates the use of small 
saline info frequently repeated, together with 

“aun — Such a line of treatment in any given 

ministre’ .probably achieve the same result as the ad- 
of one full dose. But in cases of sudden 
too short t —- time for successful action is often 

Moreover. it A, the frequent repetition he advises. 

ere is in ¢ Sdifficult to see what especial advantage 
suffeting { wosmall doses over one large one. Patients 

without exhibinevo shock will tolerate 10 fo 15 minims 
“ving any symptoms. I quite recognise that 


the : 

serine ninistration of larger doses than this incurs a 

should othe: but whilst bearing this in mind I 

quickly take a to go further where rallying did not 
ne 

more onclusion, therefore, I would urge a bolder and 


such ‘ystematic use of the drug, and feel confident that 


mortality fre will be followed by improved results. The 
80 lo + Heme shock must always remain considerable 
are unable to increase what has been called 


most we can hope to do, therefore is to reduce the 
mortality to its smallest proportions, and this we are 
likely to accomplish by,adopting a more hopeful attitude 
and a more energetic treatment than heretofore.—Brit. 
Med. Journal. 


THE HORSE SUPPLY AND THE ARMY. 


On the outbreak of hostilities in South Africa a few 
months ago attention was called here to the probable 
effect of the war on the horse supply. It was pointed 
out that the horse question would become one of very 
great importance in connection with the war. Appar- 
ently at that time the authorities had not fully realised 
how much this influence would be felt. There was 
general admiration at the way in which the army corps 
had been got together and arrangements made for their 
transport to such a great distance, an undertaking which 
surpassed anything that had ever before been attempted 
by any country. The actual performance of the pro- 
gramme was not quite so satisfactory, but at the time 
referred to it looked very well. Seeing, however, that 
the late Major-General Ravenhill, when re-organising 
the Remount Department of the Army, had stated that, 
on the outbreak of war, about 18,000 seasoned horses 
would be required in two months, it did not appear that 
this part of the expedition was being organised altogether 
on the scale required. This idea was further emphasised 
by the fact that the Colonies which offered mounted 
troops were asked to send infantry instead. Elaborate 
arrangements were made for the purchase of mules for 
transport purposes ; but the scheme of operations seemed 
to be to have a large mass of infantry, a number of regi- 
ments of cavalry, and a good supply of artillery. 

Whatever may be the result of the present campaign, 
the experiences gained are likely to have a permanent 
and decided effect on horse-breeding at home, and it is 
not surprising that the subject should be engaging the 
attention of several correspondents. It is probable that 
the War Office will be compelled to alter their plans in 
regard to the purchase of remounts. The fixed rate of 
£40 for matured horses of hunter type will not pay the 
farmer, and nothing will compel him to engage in breed- 
ing if he sees « likelihood of loss as the result of the 
undertaking, unless he should be fortunate enough to 

roduce an animal good enough to make a first-class 

unter. No one will blame the authorities for attempt- 
ing to buy remounts cheaply, but the article they re- 
quire cannot be produced at the money, and, moreover, 
so long as the present demand exists for heavy work 
horses, the farmer will not attempt to breed speculatively. 
We have always contended that if the price limit is to be 


| £40, then the Government should purchase remounts at 


the age of three years, and arrange for breaking them at 
their training depots. This is the only sort of Govern- 
ment haras we would favour. There are now a good 
many sound thoroughbred stallions available, and if they 
are not sufficient private enterprise would be able to 
supply the deficiency if the production of this class of 
horse were made remunerative. Though the Queen’s 
Premiums were doubled it would make little difference 
until the farmer can see a reasonable prospect of profit 
in breeding, and then it will be quite unnecessary to go 
abroad for horses for the cavalry. } 

But if the lesson taught in South Africa is correctly 
learned, it would appear that small, active, sound, wiry, 
sure-footed animals similar to those on which the Boers 
are mounted will also be required. These are mostly 
Basuto ponies, which a South African lately described in 
our columns as an exaggerated Shetland, possessing the 
hardiness and stoutness of the “Sheltie,” though he is a 
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taller and stockier animal. The Basuto pony is sure- 
footed as a goat, is capable of travelling remarkable dis- 
tances, and enduring much fatigue upon practically no 
food, and he can climb the sides of a mountain like a 
cat, with a man on his back. Though standing only about 
13 hands at the shoulder, the Basuto pony can carry a 12 
stone man with his equipment easily throughout a long 
day, and, moreover, can take him over a rocky country. 
This is the useful beast that gives the Boer his wonder- 
ful mobility, enabling him to move from place to place 
with great rapidity, and to be practically independent of 
transport and wrecked railways. 

Of course we may never again have a war like that 
which is now in progress, in which the equine resources 
of one of the colonies are not utilised to the utmost ; but 
when the extent of our dominions is considered, and the 
jealousy with which these possessions are regarded by 
other nations, it is not improbable that the country may 
be compelled to defend other parts of dominions which 
extend over vast areas. In that case the formation of a 
mounted infantry would be a necessity ; and while the 
magnificent regiments of cavalry, mounted on chargers, 
would still be needed, and the horses would continue to 
be supplied by the hunter type of animal, it is not un- 
likely that the needs of the / ati may direct the atten- 
tion of breeders also to the development, out of our exist- 
ing pony breeds, of a race of cobs or smaller horses, as 
useful for the purposes of war as the Basuto pony has 
proved to be to the Boer. This would give an impor- 
tance to the work (already in operation) of the Polo Pony 
Society, which was not contemplated when it commenced 
the commendable work of rescuing from loss the many 
fine races of native ponies which are still in existence in 
the United Kingdom.— Live Stock Journal. 


MACKEY’S VETERINARY TARY. 


We have received a copy of this diary for 1900. It is 
a strong, elegant, and useful pocket book for veterinary 
practitioners. We think it is an improvement upon last 
year’s, as without increase of bulk there is provided a 
much larger space for memoranda and notes of all kind. 
In addition to the usual postal and general information 
Messrs. Mackey have supplied posological tables of all 
the more common remedies for horses, dogs and pigs. 
There are obstetrical tables, chemical analysis of all the 
important foods, a list of notifiable diseases, a table 
of poisons with their antidotes, weights and measures, 
dentition, ete. 

Messrs. Mackey assure the profession that they will 
be pleased _to receive any ideas that may occur to practi- 
tioners as likely to improve or increase the usefulness of 
the diary. 


“LIVE STOCK JOURNAL” ALMANAC. 


Although all our readers know this remarkable annual 
we offer our apologies for not earlier reminding them of 
it. No veterinary practitioner can afford to be without 
it as « book of reference even if he does not care to read 
all the fifty special articles supplied by men who are 
of subjects. 

‘he first of the articles is one by Mr. George 8S. Low 
entitled “Stout Horses: the Stayers of the Century.” 
This article is illustrated by a portrait of the famous 
horse Orville, and by a reproduction of Herring’s picture 
of the race between Priam and Augustus. Next comes 
a very timely article by Mr. C. Stein recounting “Some 
of the Troubles of a Officer,” with special refer- 
ence to anthrax and South African horse sickness. There 
is an excellent paper by Sir Walter Gilbey on “Breed- 
ing Polo Ponies,” illustrated by three fine wood engrav- 


ings representing celebrated specimens. Sir Richard D. 
Green Price discusses the question of “ Agricultural 


Shows, how to maintain them,” and throws out several 
suggestions that are entitled to consideration. This is 
followed by a very practical article by Dr. George Flen- 
ing, C.B., F.R.C.V.S., on “ Fractures of Horses’ Limbs,” 
Mr. Vero Shaw suggests some methods of “ Popularising 
the Hackney” and Mr. T. Dykes gives suggestions re- 
garding “ Essential Points of Heavy Geldings, and how 
to produce them.” Mr. W. B. Tegetmeier discusses the 
question of the “ Utilisation of the Mule,” an important 
one at the present juncture. Mr. Wm. Housman deals 
with the production of fixed varieties from mixed varie- 
ties of stock. Mr. S. Spencer has some remarks on 
“Utility Pigs”; Mr. F. Gresham treats of “Show 
versus Working Dogs”; Mr. Edward Brown of “In- 
provement in Egg Production,” Dr. Bowdler Sharpe, 
under the title of “Some Feathered Friends ” shows how 
hawks and owls are useful to the farmer. In addition 
to these articles nearly every prominent pure breed of 
cattle, horses, sheep, and pigs is dealt with by an expert. 
The price remains at 1s., post free 1s. 4d. Messrs. Vinton 
and Company, 9, New Bridge Street, London, E.C.,, are 
the publishers. 


“BOVINE.” 
Sir 


In view of the various articles which have appeared in 
the press regarding the condition of the horses en route 
for South Africa we shall be pleased if you will makeit 
known through your valuable columns, that in addition 
to the 1,000 tins of Bovine given gratis to the Imperial 
Yeomanry, that any officer or trooper having in his pos- 
session a sick horse, or in the event of his horse being 
off feed, we shall be pleased to give him a supply of our 
Bovine, free of charge, upon his application to_our offices 
in London.— Yours faithfully, 
Bovine Lp. 


44 to 47 Bishopsgate St., London, E.C. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. Neale, M.R.C.V.S., who arrived in South Africa 
in charge of the New Zealand contingent, has arrived 10 
a Town from Naauwpoort, and is on duty at the 

ase. 

Vet.-Lieut. Rose has left Cape Town for Queenstow? 
for duty at the Remount Depot, vice Vet.Lieut. Lane, 
who is to join 3rd Division. : ‘fi 

Mr. C. E. Smith leaves on Jan. 15th in ss. Persia ! 
South Africa with Remounts. ., 

Mr. J. Fail leaves on Jan. 13th for New Orleans 
New York, to take charge of ss. Magician leaving 
port on Jan. 31st with mules. 


Tue Crry or LonpoN IMPERIAL VOLUNTEERS. 


Vet.-Surgeon A. A. Jones, late 2nd Life Guards, bas 
been selected for employment with the corps. 


OBITUARY. 
to the 


The Hon. Henry Frank Suapen, the_heir ed 


ew Year's 
Barony of St. Leonards, died on was the sec? 
the eldes 


Marianne, daughter of Lieut.-Col. Cookson, of } on 
Hall, Durham, and was educated at Radley. d raised t° 
brother to the present Baron St. Leonards, a? 

the rank of a vei son in 1875. 


-— 
Papers RECEIVED: 
AND Tnetitute. 


Communications. Books, 
G. Mayall, Bovine Ltd. Journal Sanitary 
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